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Hansard Thursday, 23 August 2012

Speech by

Hon. John-Paul Langbroek

MEMBER FOR SURFERS PARADISE

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Bullying
Hon. JH LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—LNP) (Minister for Education, Training and

Employment) (9.52 am): Last night on Seven News we saw the tragic story of 14-year-old Brianna, who
took her own life as a result of sustained and vicious cyberbullying. Her family had moved from Coffs
Harbour to Queensland to escape the torment and give her a better life, but through social media the
campaign continued with tragic consequences. The story is an indelible reminder of the prevalence and
impact of bullying. Many of us as parents in this place have seen the impact of adolescent interactions at
senior, primary and secondary level. When you see your child physically and emotionally change, it can
take some time to realise that this is just not kids being kids. The frightening speed with which bullying
escalates to a dangerous level is confronting and is something about which I as a policymaker am
committed to doing something.

The public conversation about school bullying is about to take centre stage with today’s release of
the American movie Bully. Having seen the previews and read the reviews, it appears to present a
powerful insight into the problem. The Australian review stated that the reaction had been overwhelmingly
positive from school communities. I will certainly take the time with my family to watch the movie and I
endorse federal minister Peter Garrett’s comments that all families and educators should make the time to
watch it and gain a better understanding of this important issue.

Queensland is the leading jurisdiction in the Federation in tackling bullying. The 2010 Working
Together report and the 2011 Keeping Queensland Schools Safe report produced a total of 19
recommendations to respond to bullying and school violence. All of the recommendations that fall within
my portfolio are being acted on and I have written to other relevant ministers to help address the issue. I
also encourage all members of the House to promote two useful tools to help deal with bullying in schools.
The Bullying. No Way! website provides a range of tools and resources to assist parents and teachers
identify and address bullying. The other is the smart phone app Take a Stand Together. I have it and it
gives students useful techniques to deal with bullying at schools so that we can work towards crushing this
very real problem. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20120823_095224
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20120823_095224
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